9.8 nice: JOB EXECUTION WITH LOW PRIORITY

13'rocessles in tl:lﬁ UNIX system are usually executed with equal priority. This is not always desirable
since high-priority jobs must be completed at the earliest. UNIX offers the nice command, which

< used with the & operator to reduce the priority of jobs. More important jobs can then have greater
sccess to the system resources (being “nice” to your neighbors).

To run a job with a low priority, the command name should be prefixed with nice:

nice wc -1 uxmanual
or better still with
nice wc -1 uxmanual &

nice is a built-in command in the C shell. nice values are system-dependent and typically range
from 1 to 19. Commands execute with a nice value that is generally in the middle of the range—
usually 10. A higher nice value implies a lower priority. nice reduces the priority of any process,
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thereby raising its nice value. You can also specify the nice valye CXP“CMY With g},

nopt'

. . lOn.

nice -n 5 we -1 uwxmanual & Nice valye Incregse !73’5“'11} :
‘ 5

A nonprivileged user can’t increase the priority of a process; th
The nice value is displayed with the ps -0 nice command.
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9.9 KILLING PROCESSES WITH SIGNALS
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If all these processes have the same parent, you may simply kill the
children. However, when you use nohup with a set of commands an
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Simple Filters 229
V22 pr: PAGINATING FILES

The pr command prepares a file for printing by adding suitable headers, footers and formatted
text. A simple 1nvocation of the command is to use it with a filename as argument:

$ pr dept.1st

May 06 10:38 1997 dept.lst Page 1

0l:accounts:6213 These six lines are the original contents of
02:admin:5423 dept.1st shown in Section 5.1
03:marketing:6521

04:personnel:2365

05:production:9876

06:sales:1006

.blank lines...
_ _ . The lower portion of the page has not
rad ¢ the top and five at the _bottor.n I't p he page 0
Pradds five lines of margin a P of economy. The header shows the date and time of last.

been sh i les for reasons
own in the examples I0
l i Jename and page number.

modification of the file along with the fi
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