In this section we s 3
shall v to le
hall ry to leam B‘l\\ll:. the usa

SEINUX:HANDBOOK®
Usage of Simple Commands
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\/odate Command

The date command tells us the current date and time

Example 1.1

$ date
Thu Nov
$

The output of the Who comma
LINUX system curen waly.

Example 1.2

We can also try the o

Example 1.3
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who Command

1znd gives us the details of the users who have logged in to the
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man Command

Ifwe

get stuck on something, znd cannot find zn expert 16 help
page on our terminal wign the command ‘man’ comini
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Example 1.4

3 man whe

\//3 head and tail Command

The head command is used to display the initial part of a text filz. Thiscan b thaought of
as a complement command to the tail command, which displays the fast part of 4 text file.
By default head command displays first 10 lines of a file and tail command the last 19 fines

$ head [ - count] [filename ...]

tay the st four

Let us assume that we have a file called wordlist and if we want to disp
lines, the command to be given is *

Example 1.5

4 head -4 wordlist

eraser

LB
will display the first four lines of a file called wordlist.

The syntax for the tail command is

§ tail (|- number] gile
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1 offset of # puine

We can display lines of file beginnng with
aumber lines from the end of the speeitied

1h hine from (€
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Let us assume we have d file called mall and we wai
beginning of the file, then the Syntas s,

Example 1.6

5 tail 10 wall
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C. Points to Ponder

State Truc or False

g 1. The date —c command isb used to display the current date. ‘
| 2. The man command is used to get on-line help on any command.
3. The tail command is used to display the first portion of the text file.

Fill in_the blanks

command is used as a complement to the tail command.

1. The
- command is used to display the users details who have logged n.

2. The
3.  The command is used to see current date. )

-’ Usage of Directory Commands
" Let us look at some directory commands.

pwd Command

A . -
" The pwd command has no options. It displays the full pathname for the current d:'rectory

we are working in.
The syntax is  § pwd
Example 1.7

$ pvd.

/usz/temp
$=—

Is Command -

f The Is command displays the list of files in the current working directory.

$ 1s

xample 1.8 o .,Q )
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This gives us the list of files in the current directory .
" The Is command comes with different options. Certain options are given in Table
51| Lists files in the long format. The files are displayed along with their mog
- .| number of links, owner of the file, file size, modification date and limeandy

filename.

Is-t | Listsin order of last modi
Lists all entries, including

Is-d | Lists directory file instead

Puts a slash after each directory.

Lists in order of last access time.

fication time (most recent first).
the hidden files.

of its contents..

Example 1.9

1 anu group
1 anu student
2 anu group -
4

anu student

- —————— ——_————— ———
$ 1s =1 ks )
total &
2 Jan 10 1996 12:34 abc.c
o3

Tablé 1.1

* Jan 12 1996 08:44 xyZ el "
Jan 15 1996 18:45 '
Jan 14 1996 17:58
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mkdir Command

&
This command is used to create a new directory.

$ mkdir directoryname

Example 1.10

§ mkdir temp
$ .

To verify the creation of thie above directo}y, 'ﬁsc theIs command

.cd Command '

Theemdiz command is used
to change from the worki
in,
. specified. There are no opnons connected with this. ¢ dlrecmry ° any e dnrectory

$cd
Example 1.11

$ cd jack
$ pwd ’
/jack

r{’ndjr Command

This command i e a di peci i

e r:_and is used to remove a directory specified in‘the command line. It requires the
pecified directory to be empty before removing it.

¢ rmdir directoryname.

Example 1.12

SLI])pOSC we wish to re . ir 18%
move the directory temp and i i i
o l (& p let us assume that this d rectory did not

$ rmdir temp
s :

Usage of File Commands.
We shall continue with getting to know some simple file commands. -

cat Command

/ - .

The cat command helps us to list the conterits of a file we specify. 1f we do not specify the
name of the file, it takes mput from the standard input. 4 ;

$ cat [qpticn...] (file... 1.

The cat command comes with different options. They are

cat Takes input from the standard input file. We can type in our text and
terminate with Ctrl+d to take us back to § prompt.

cat -s  Suppresses warnings about non -existent files.

_Assume that we want to display the contents of a file xyz. The command is:

Example 1.13
$ cat xyz

To~be oxr not to be.

$

That is the question.

To create a file called mat,

$ cat > mat

gi ! have a nice day
ctrl+d

s %

use cat command with the “>>" symbol.

In order to append data to the same file,

cp Command

= )

K 1 168 1 ’

The cp command is used to create duplicate copies of ordinary files.
- .

$ cp file target




Y

Ve

\> At A0 srones At

\

SoTEE]

Target is the fi .
target file already exists,
written on the target.

‘ 1 e
e to which the contents of the file has to be copied. If the name (ll_fllh-
the original contents are erased and the contents of the file are

Example 1.14

i : i [kj, which
Let us assume that we have a file called abc and its contents have to be copied to Ikj,
is empty then the command is,

S cp abe 1kj

In - link Command
The In command is to establish an additional tilename for the same ordinary file.

§$ ln firstname secondname

Here firsthame is the name of the file for which we

would like to establish an additional
name or link. The secondname is the additional name of the file firstname. The advantage
of link command is that several users can have access 10 a common data file. Any
modification made in the

additional file or in the original (ile is reflected in both of ther.
Linking allows a user 1o access a [ile by means of two or more names. The altemative
names can be located in the same or different directory.

Since Linux is a multi-user
operating system, it allows the user to protect the dat

a from other users.
Example 1.15

To create an additional name called rose for a file called red the command is,
$ In red rose
s

mv Command

The mv command is used Lo rename and move ordinary and directory files. To do this we
need both execute and write permissions.
$ nv file target
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$ v old naw

§
The file old no longer exists in the directory.

rm Command

: files trom a directory. Thig
The rm command is used to remove one or more g ry Canly

delete all files as well as the directory.
$ rm [option.. .] file

The options available are

i Asks the user if he wants to delete the file mentioned. When this s
e nt->ined with -r option, rm asks whether to examine each file in tha
cor 5
directory. ; , a3
Recursively delete the entire contents of the dircctory as well as the
m -r

directory itself.

Table 1.2
Example 1.17

i
:
!

If we want to delete a file called mat which is under the directory temp,

$m teap/mat

$

- = H . g A 5 ireciony.
We can use -i and -r option to interact with the rm command and then delete a direci
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